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Contribution of Ramon Betances Puerto Rico's History
Born on April 8th, 1827in Rojo existed in the 19th century, Ramon Emeterio Betances played a key role as a political activist, a Medical doctor and a scientist. He played these roles in Puerto Rico Island, where he grew up. Therefore, he is considered to have played a key role in the independence of the island since he grew up when the island was a Spanish colony.  The main contribution of this man in the history of Puerto Rico, among other contributions, is that he led the island to independence by forming the Puerto Rican independence movement which advocated for the independence of the state. This essay presents the Ramon Emeterio Betances’ impact on the history of Puerto Rico. To achieve this, the paper expounds on his major achievement in the history of Puerto Rico Island (Arroyo 49). 
First, he played a key role as a surgical doctor in Puerto Rico. Having been trained as a surgical doctor at the University of Paris and graduated in the year 1955, he returned to Puerto Rico in 1956 where he worked as a surgical doctor in Mayaguez. A cholera epidemic struck the island in the same year where, in collaboration with other four doctors, attended to some twenty-four thousand Ricon citizens. He is remembered for his dedication in the eradication of this disease where he collaborated with Dr Jose Fransisco Basora to pressure the government to take measures to control and prevent future occurrence of the epidemic any other time. One of the key measures he pressured the government to undertake was to burn the slaves’ quarters, which were suspected to be the breeding grounds of the cholera-causing organisms due to their contaminated and unhygienic conditions. Besides, Ramon Betances contributed in the establishment of the temporary slaves’ camp, which observed high degree of hygiene, and therefore, by doing so, he helped the slaves get shelter again after burning of the previous unhygienic camps. He afterwards contributed to the establishment of a cemetery to supplement the creation of the temporary camp. He did this in an attempt to improve the hygienic conditions of the slaves in Puerto Rico. Ramon also contributed to the establishment of and management of a temporary hospital, which later came to be known as San Antonio Hospital. Ramon is remembered for having established this significant landmark since the hospital has developed to what today has come to be known as the permanent municipal hospital in Mayaguez. He has therefore contributed much in the health history of Puerto Rico (Tuck et al., 134-160).
Ramon Betances has also contributed to the field of literature in Puerto Rico. In this field, he has written and published several genres of literature which included short stories and poems. He was also a renowned translator, considering that Puerto Rico has two official languages, which are English and Spanish. He, therefore, contributed much in this field of translation to bridge the language barrier especially between the Spanish, and the Slave population which was mainly from Africa. Betances was also a renowned journalist who inspired the citizens of Puerto Rico and at the same time, aired his political and social views through the media. He, as such, featured his political and social standing in his works of literature, which he used to criticise the colonial government indirectly. His works of literature have also contributed to today’s learning and study of literature in Puerto Rico by featuring in his works, the elements of neoclassical literature, which include realism, romanticism, naturalism and satire (Reyes 142-157). 
Ramon Betances has also played a role as a political activist in Puerto Rico. First, the man influenced the ideals of republicanism and democrat, especially through the works of literature. He as well acted as the stepping stone in the independence and separation of the Antilles and Puerto Rico in a confederation which was able to prevent foreign intervention in the sovereignty of the two islands. Besides, Ramon Bentances, in collaboration with Ruiz Belvis and another group of people, organised an uprising which involved forming of a Secret Society of Abolitionists (SSA), which existed between 1856-1857. The movement was formed in support of Dominican Restoration War of 1863-1865. He was also involved in the revolutionary committee of Puerto Rico. The uprising he involved himself in contributed greatly to the independence of Puerto Rico since they were the first resistance movements to pressurise the colonial government to grant independence to Puerto Rico (Arroyo 123).
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